OPEN AND AFFIRMING STUDY GROUP
First Church in Windsor, U.C.C. - Windsor, CT
Time Line of Open and Affirming Process before the vote

June 1992 - Outreach Board Chair asked Board members (I was one) to choose a personal
project. for the year

I chose working toward openness for gay/lesbian persons

I had first checked to find support from the pastor
Sept. 1992 - I proposed study to Outreach Board. They approve a study group. A few Board
members volunteered.
Nov. 1992 - Proposal approved by Deacons. Another volunteer.
Dec. 1992 - Church Cabinet approved proposal to start a study group.
- I made some calls to church folk who might be interested.

Jan. 1993 - Gay/Lesbian Study Group had its first meeting, a joint meeting with the Outreach
Board, so they would be informed of what we were doing.
- CT Conference Committee on Homosexuality offered resource folk:
Charlotte Stacey (E. Windsor) and Bob & Marie Calvin (So Glastonbury)
-Group made plans to have four open sessions in Lent to look at the subject.
Announcements in church: (The first time many heard the word "Homosexuality"
during a service of worship)
Articles in church newsletter - "The EDGE"
Personal contacts urged attendance at coming Lenten sessions. Boards and committees
and groups were also invited.
All church members invited to belong to study group or to attend as wanted.

Lent 1993 - Four Sessions held during Lent: Theme: "'Is the Homosexual My Neighbor?"

1. Panel of 3 homosexual persons and a PFLAG couple. "Being a Gay Christian"
2. Speaker, Rev. Gordon Bates, on "The Bible and Homosexuality"
3. Video: Talk by John Boswell: "History of the Church and Homosexuality"
discussion led by Charlotte Stacey of State Committee on Homosexuality
4. Summary and "What Are Our Next Steps?" Led by Rev Sue Pritchard, chair of
Conference Committee on Homosexuality.
(A careful record was made of conclusions/suggestions of those attending)
Attendance ran from 30 to 63.
A LOT of interest in church. Much support. A few voiced “concern” that topic was
being discussed in church. :
Conclusions 1. We should continue to study issue
2. We should propose an Open and Affirming Statement, but not yet.
More education was needed first.
QOur purpose is to change attitudes... NOT to pass a vote.

Fall 1993 - Second series: "Yes! The Homosexual IS My Neighbor!"
I. "Oh God! My Child Is Gay!"
Bob & Marie Calvin of So. Glastonbury and
John & Becky Glezen of Glastonbury
2.. "As a Child of God,...Gays/Lesbians Reflect" A panel of 2 women & 2 men .
3. "Homosexuality: What Is the Gospel Truth?" Rev Alice O'Donovan of Tolland
Biblical Perspectives
















